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talked about quaint lighting, signage, unique shops, improved sidewalks, bealltification, picnic areas, and a 
farmers market. People felt a branding theme was needed as well as the creation of community events, parades 
and festivals to bring people to the community. Priorities were identified as beautification, infrastructure and light 
industry. 

Bruoe County began a major upgrade of County Road 8 which includes paved shoulders and sidewalks. This will 
mean that the basic conoept of the street will transform from a rural design to an urban design. As well, the Town 
will be reconstructing storm sewers and implementing street lighting. 

3.5 Sauble Beach Consultation 

The history of Sauble Beach starts at the River. The River was first explored by the Indians and later by the 
French explorers. La Riviere Aux Sable was its original name, which means "River to the Sand". This tifte was 
used on maps until 1881 , when it was changed to Sauble River. The name for the beach itself was quick to follow 
as it proved to be the perfect descriptive name, Sauble Beach, which when translated means Sand Beach or 
Beach of Sand. The Sauble River was home to thriving industry; a sawmill and a hydro electric plant. The first 
cottager was John Eldridge who built near the river in 1877. As people began to build cottages, the development 
continued to grow steadily to the south and eventllally east to what it is today ... the "Number One Beach in 
Ontario" as voted by Toronto Star readers and "One of Canada's Top 10 Beaches" as voted by the readers of 
Maclean's Magazine and more raoentiy nominated as the best fresh water beach in Canada by Readers Digest 
(June 2007). 

Often compared with the Mediterranean resort areas, Sauble Beach is the second longest fresh water beach in 
the world with over eleven kilometers of the softest sand and most pristine waters in Ontario. The beautiful sand 
dunes of Sauble Beach are part of an ecosystem that has evolved over thousands of years. The dunes provide 
natural shore protection and are home to many rare and unique birds, plants and grasses. Ollr aboriginal 
neighbors to the south, the Chippewa of Saugeen, administer South Sauble Park. This stretch of the beach is the 
only one in Ontario that allows visitors to experienoe driving on the beach. In 2006, Sauble Beach received the 
internationally recognized and exclusive "Blue Flag" eeo-Iabel. As determined by Environmental Defense, Sauble 
Beach has met 27 defining world class standards for water quafity, safety, environmental management and 
education. Sauble Beach has an active Chamber of Commeroe and a vibrant commercial sector with 
restaurants, shops and bOlltiqlles, cottage rentals, motels, campgrounds and B&B's and an exoellent 
supermarket. 

In 2003, a Sauble Beach Vitalization Committee was formed with the purpose of providing direction from 
community members for improving Sauble Beach as a tourist destination. The report formalized by the Committee 
was submitted to the Council of the Town of South Bruce Peninsula in April 2004 and over 80 recommendations 
were made covering areas such as traffic, pedestrian safety, roads and maintenance, parking issues, garbage 
issues, water and sewer, environmental issues, the downtown, public safety, by-law enforoement, planning and 
financial issues. 

Over several months, Council reviewed the report and the raoommendafions. Parking issues were referred to the 
Paid Parking Pilot Project Committee. Many issues were dealt with through the municipality, some 
recommendations were deferred and others were considered to be out of the jurisdiction of the municipality or too 
costly to implement. 
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The section of the report relating to "downtown" focused on the appearance and found the downtown to be 
lacking in continuity, design and theme. The first recommendation was to work in co-operation with the business 
community to develop a phased plan for the renovation of the existing downtown area based on a predetermined 
theme. Other recommendations were made regarding a performanoe facility, a revamped visitor information 
oentre, and more information kiosks at the north end of the beach and at Sauble Falls, a tree planting program 
along the County Road 8 entranoe, development of a parkette, sign age improvements, refurbishing the Sauble 
sign, historic plaques at Sauble Falls, and tihe development of brochures and quality souvenirs. 

Sinoe tihe report was presented, some of these recommendations have been addressed. As a result of a grant 
from Bruce Power Generation, tihe Town has designated $25,000 to the refurbishing of the Sauble sign. A 
visitor's oentre will be incorporated into the new Sauble Beach medical clinic which is anticipated to be operational 
for the 2009 season. Historic signage at Sauble Falls was put in place in 2007. An overall policy, design, style 
guideline and messaging of wayfinding signage will begin in co-operation with Bruoe County in 2009. 

In a renewed effort to look at the issues presented in the 2004 Sauble Revitalization report, the Town of South 
Bruoe Peninsula initiated a series of public consultations in 2007. The group identified the "downtown core" to be 
Main Street from the D Line to Lakeshore Blvd. and along Lakeshore Blvd. to 3rd Ave. The assets could be 
grouped as those associated with the beach, retail and social structures. 

The challenges were identified as a lack of infrastructure (water sewers, sidewalks, lighting), short 
season/seasonal focus, unoertainty regarding land claims, traffic flow, limited public washrooms, parking, no 
public transit, no system of bike paths and the lack of beautification such as flowers, benches, banners, garbage 
accumulation, community information boards, etc. 

The discussion of what the participants would like the downtown area to look like in the future resulted in 
recommendations related to tihe beach and the streets. Ideas included a dock or pier, roped off areas for children, 
pedestrian only areas, lighting, banners, signs, flowers, benches, picnic areas and barbeques. Participants also 
talked about underground hydro and phone cables, they questioned the status of the vitalization report of 2004 
and suggested that a beach tiheme needed to be developed. 

Participants also discussed what tihe immediate priorities are, and agreed that a theme for future development 
was a neoessary first step. Lighting was considered to be tihe priority. 

3.6 Wiarton Consultation 

In 2005, Wiarton oelebrated its 125111 birthday, but it was in 1855 tihat a town plot was initially laid out on reoently 
acquired Native land. Wiarton was named after the English birthplaoe of Sir Edmund Head, Govemor General of 
Canada (1854-1861). Wiarton was a thriving community with sawmills, Grand Trunk Railway, fumiture factories, a 
vibrant fishing industry and even a sugar company. Dedining forestry industry, ravages of the fish population by 
the introduction of tihe eel, fires, competition and the closing of the railway were factors in tihe disappearance of 
the large industry in Wiarton. 

Today, business opportunities are abundant in Wiarton. Community planners have developed policies and zoned 
areas to facilitate the development of clean industry, and home based business. The population served by 
Wiarton significantly exoeeds the actual population. The South Bruoe Peninsula Chamber of Commeroe and 
Wiarton BIA are active in commerce in the area and the local Wiarton-Keppellntemational Airport boasts the best 
runway between Sault Sle Marie and Toronto 
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